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g “See us, hear us, respect us, work with us.”

|,

The strong desire of Aboriginal communities to improve the
health of their children is the platform on which our
collaborative program was developed.

We believe that by first working with communities to
address the health issues of their children, success can
lead to the confidence to work effectively on more
complex issues.




BRIGHTER SMILES
PROGRAM

S Vision and
Process

VISION: A collaborative partnership between University faculty
and trainees and remote northern Aboriginal communities to
improve child health & trainee education

PROCESS:
Dialogue with community leaders (“See us, hear us,...”)

Developing and supporting a health education program for
children based on needs identified by the community and using
the WHO ‘Health Promoting school’ model

Creation of a learning environment and culture where trainee
children's doctors/dentists experience the reality of living in
Aboriginal communities, and by contributing come to understand
the challenges and health issues faced by the population.




Why was children’s oral health chosen
as the focus for the partnership?




OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR HEALTH
PROMOTION FROM SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP

Invitation to deliver immunization program

Invitation to survey nutrition practices

Extension of program to other aboriginal communities
Invitation to contribute Diabetic screening/education
Support for expansion of ‘Brighter Smiles’ to Uganda



BRIGHTER SMILES AFRICA



HEALTH PROMOTING SCHOOL ACTIVITIES



BRIGHTER SMILES PROGRAM CONTENT






The Brighter
Smiles Program



